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Bingham County Selected to Receive Award from National Water Safety Congress for Innovative Youth Education

Blackfoot, Idaho – Members of the Bingham County Sheriff’s staff are being recognized with a regional Award of Merit for their exceptional work teaching boating and water safety practices to teens and children in eastern Idaho. The honor is one of five such awards handed out annually within the five-state Pacific Northwest region of the National Water Safety Congress (NWSC). 

Awards will be presented at the national award ceremony this April during the 2002 International Boating and Water Safety Summit to be held at Daytona Beech, Florida. 

Additional awards winners from the Pacific Northwest region include McDonalds Restaurant Owners of Alaska for distributing 10,000 Ice Cream Coupons; Riverview Community Bank of Washington for distributing Safe Boating Week direct mail to 20,000 members; Kake Injury Prevention Team of Alaska for developing a drowning prevention partnership; Tidewater Barge Lines of Washington for producing television public service announcements and to The US Power Squadron and Kawasaki Motors Corporation for developing the Personal Watercraft Conflict Resolution Web site. 

[Narrative from the Award Nomination Form for Bingham County Sheriff’s Office]: 




The Bingham County Sheriff’s staff developed an innovative student-led water safety school event as part of an education program that reached the largest number of kids in a single Idaho community with the life jacket message. 

Bingham County’s 2001 boating education program started out with a traditional water safety day in the spring using interactive activity stations that small groups of students rotated though. These they conducted for the first through fourth grades at Snake River and Firth Elementary Schools. 

The venue held at the Snake River Middle School was more complex. These enthusiastic officers “reinvented” the typical safety fair exercises into a peer teaching session, known in professional circles as a fairly progressive method of teaching. 

The Bingham County in school model sprang from an exercise at Idaho’s boating instructor development where a class of 30 kids we used to call “student council” helped with the instructor lab. Afterwards, the deputies returned to Snake River Middle School to train the same kids over four class periods to be future instructors to other kids their own age. The education culminated during Safe Boating Week when the officers supervised the student leadership kids conduct the four learning stations to the remaining 330 middle school students. 

It is important to note that the teachers participated as aids and spotters during all of this training, as their presence is required under state code. Teachers also received plenty of education vicariously in order to continue the effort independently of the sheriff’s staff in the future.

Assigned as a Resource Officer for the Snake River School District, Bingham County Marine Deputy Kelly Bingham coordinated the school-based education project with the help of Deputy Kip Rahmig, Deputy Drew Lusk, and Captain Robert Sobieski. 

Their battery of educational events was customized to be appropriate to the student age groups, were extremely well received by 450 students and 12 teachers within a small school district of rural Idaho. The community of Bingham County consists of 41,000 residents. 

This was the most comprehensive elementary water safety educational program conducted in Idaho within a single school district, and it is an area of need. The county’s 18,510 surface acres is considered an area of high risk boating due to the unpredictable weather patterns, year round cold water and several rivers.

The Bingham county team conducted these elementary school seminars over the past two years in addition to the numerous classes and fair booths they provide annually over the past ten years. Their efforts are an exemplorary example of sustained performance providing varied water safety educational programs to multiple audience levels and potentially shaping the ethics of thousands of future boaters. 
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