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COE works with tournament sponsors on safety

TULSA, Okla. —*We're a large dis- equally serious about following rules thakers has a direct benefit on everyone
trict with a lot of lakes, and a tremendoukeep anglers safe. water safety because participants kno
number oftournaments,” observed Arlyn  Because lakes that host tournaments attee rules and they pay attention to oth
Hendricks, Corps of Engineers and exalso usually popular for other recreationactivities that may be going on at th
ecutive secretary for the National WateiHendricks said organizers typically selecsame lake.

Safety Congress. a particular area from whence they stage Meanwhile, Hendricks noted tha

At some lakes, he said, there mayhe event, whether a private resort or high water conditions in some Corp
be up to 150 fishing tournaments durpublic ramp if there is more than one. Iprojects led earlier this summer to th
ing a season. With that kind of traffic, some areas, the Corps designates ramps byoadcast of public service announcg
boating and water safety are the chiefournament headquarters. ments on radio and television to kee
priority, and assuring that safety may “The public uses these when there is nalcohol consumption down, and watc
involve everything from managing tournament, and they typically have extrgéhe kids. He expects most pools to drg
traffic to doing presentations on boat-arking to handle the larger crowds,” he saidhack to normal levels by the Labo
ing safety. Coordinating with tournament organiz-Day weekend.

Most of the activity on Corps projects

afterLaborDayisrelatedtorecreationalBoating Safety on NTSB’S ‘MOSt Wanted’ IISt

fishing or fishing tournaments,

Hendricks said. . WASHINGTON, D.C. — Recreational accident report forms. Gossard, Regid
Fishermen are after crappie and blacéf;oating safety remains on the Nationa® vice president for the National Wate

bass,” he explained. “We've got a goo

mechanism for W_orklng with them. We \yanteq list, said NTSB's Bill Gossard. since, NTSB has made several recor

use mass media, do programs for rnq first recreational boating safetymendations, and conducted two majq

sportsmen’s clubs if they have organized,q(jon by the NTSB in February 1969 wasafety studies, in 1993 and 1998.

bass tournaments, and we preach wat% recommend that the U.S. Coast Guard Over the years, NTSB recommenda

safety to them. They've been real goog 1y de the presence of alcohol on boating Continued on back page
about (following) the requirements. Ev-

erybody has to have life jackets, and kii[

switches on their main motors.”
Depending upon who organizes th
tournament, Hendricks said, “Some-
times we send someone down to talk
safety. Ifthey are repeaters we've dealt
with in the past, we may not need to do
that. Sometimes groups will request &
presentation by one of our rangers top
talk safety. Most of our organized fish-
ing tournaments have been concerned
with safety and there have been np
serious accidents on any lakes that I've
been managing.”
Hendricks said tournament require-
ments are so scrupulous that they even
penalize anglers who injure or kill the
fish. Figure that a contest requiring fish
to be released unharmed is going to b

Participants of the North Dakota Water Safety Days personal flotation device fashion show
5 pose for a ‘thumbs-up’ for water safety. See article on page 4.

ransportation Safety Board’s “MostSafety Congress, said that in the yeafs
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President’s
Column

by NWSC President Steve Fairbanks

| now have an appreciation fo
one of the tasks that Lu Christig¢
performed for two years, namely
writing the President’'s Column for
our newsletter.

| have been searching for a topif
for this column for the past two weeks
and kept coming up with zilch. Virgil

Chambers and the National Safe Bogt-

ing Council provided the inspiration
for this column. Thanks, Virgil.

| received my complimentary cop
of “Saved By the Jacket” in the mai
yesterday. It was an appropriate tim
coming during the middle of the July
holiday weekend. As | read the stori
within, the wisdom of wearing a life
jacket was readily apparent. Both

my daughters read the book, and it was

readily apparent to them. It struck m
that we in the boating and water safe
community already have the techno
ogy and knowledge to reduce watef-
related fatalities by 80 percent. If an

company was presented with a methqd

to reduce their job-related fatalities b
80 percent, they would jump at th
chance to implement such a strate
This is the situation in the boating an
water safety community today; we ha
the knowledge and the technology
make a significantimpact on the safe
of the boating public. But is the publi
listening?

We have had an upswell of recenjt
legislation requiring mandatory wea
of life jackets by children. Although
the age requirement may vary slightl
from state to state, in essence a
jority of states legislate PFD wea
for children under age 12. Whil
noble in its intent, it doesn’t addres
the fact that we are losing peopl
aged 14-32 at a much higher ra
than children. Are we in essence gi
ing both kids and adults the inferre
message that you don’t need to we
life jackets after you turn 127

We inthe boating and water safet]
community need to make a decision
and get off the fence. We need tp
mandate life jacket wear for every

oneinaboat, regardless of age, swif-

ming ability or any of the other

Continued on page 5

Preparations in high gear
for big 2001 conference

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Preparationsa maximum of 50 minutes in length and
are underway for the big Internationahddress all the conference attendees.
Boating & Water Safety Summitto be held Abstracts must be at least 100 word
here April 9-12, 2001, and several proposength, with a detailed outline on pape
als have been submitted for presentations If you plan a panel format, a compl
before the National Water Safety Conlist of all speakers must be noted, al
gress, according to President
Steve Fairbanks.

That event coincides
with the NWSC's 50th
anniversary celebra-
tion. It's the fifth an-
nual joint session for
NWSC and the Na- :
tional Safe Boating :
Council, which co- BE=IEE il NS 5
host the summit. ] :
LR S, Nashwille, &
long event includes a Tﬂ Tennessog -ﬁe'

i

core program covering s
nearly all aspects of boat- "ﬂ'ﬁn g ﬁﬁ"fl
ing and water safety, with ; sion.
agendaitemstargeting personal wa- For information, call the pro
tercraft operators, paddlers, hunters amptam co-chair at (740) 666-3009.
anglers. Each presenter must complete this foim.
Hundreds of boating safety experts frorBend completed applications to:
around the world are expected to attend Program Co-Chair International Bo
this conference, and those offering presemg and Water Safety Summit P.O. Bpx
tations will have an opportunity to helpl058 Delaware, OH 43015-1058
shape the summit program.
Selected presentation applicants will b
contacted to provide more information an

a program abstract after they are selectgd. Wate r

speakers.
The IBWSS regis
tration fee for present
ers will be at
reduced rate of $1285.
This lower registra
tion rate must be re
quested at the tim
the Call For Presen
tations proposal i
submitted.
Separate application
are required for each sep-

afety

The 2001 summit will feature a multi- journal
track program. Those attending will repr
sent a broad audience, includin
international, federal, state and local mg4- Vol 16 No.1 Summer 2000

A publication of the National Water Safety
Congress, a tax exempt, non-profit, public
service organization dedicated to water safety.
President, Steve Fairbanks; Executive Vice
President, Ron Riberich; Treasurer, Toni Rush-
ing; Executive Secretary, Arlyn Hendricks. Na-
tional Water Safety Congress, 73 White Bridge
Road, Suite 103, Nashville, TN 37205

rine enforcement agencies; boating safety
education organizations; college and un}-
versity aquatic education programs; a
boating safety equipment manufacturets
and suppliers.

Ideally, presentations should suppoit
and complement the program in one

. . . . PUBLISHER Bill Farden
more of six subject areas in boating and \iayacinG EDITOR  william R. Ladd
water safety including: Risk Management, EDITOR Dave Workman

i i i i LAYOUT & DESIGN April Faires
Education, Accident Prevention, Boatin CIRCULATION A

Under the Influence, Outreach and Aware-
ness, and Paddler and Angler Safety. Water Safety ] s oublished auarterly b

P ‘ater Safety Journal is published quarterly by
. _Ind|V|duaI Speakers _OI’ panels m"_a-y par- outdoor Empire Publishing, Inc. P.O. Box
ticipate. Breakout sessions are designed|to 19000, Seattle, WA 98109.

K i e Postmaster: Send address changes to Water
run 40 minutes with an additional 10 - 1%  safety Journal, P.0. Box 19000, Seattle, WA
i i ibn 98109,

minutes for a question and answer sess! n Subscription Rates: $4 per year or FREE with
and should address one of the track topifs a NwWSC membership.
listed. General sessions are designed tojbe
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NASBLA will greet boating safety
experts at Michigan conference

MACKINAC ISLAND, Mich.—Boat- evening, 5-7 p.m. NASBLA President Paul Donheffner wi
ing safety professionals from across the Sunday’s activities start with an 8-10give his report, and NASBLA Executiv|
map will gather here Sept. 9-13 for thea.m. BAIRAC Committee meeting, theDirector George Stewart will report o
annual conference of the National AssoNSBC annual meeting (9:30-11:30 a.m.)egislative activity.
ciation of State Boating Law Administra-and three concurrent committee meetings, The general session runs from 10 a
tions. also running 9:30-11:30 a.m., Boats antb noon.

Members of the National Water SafetyAssociated Equipment, Numbering and That afternoon, Dick Snyder and Ne
Congress and National Safe Boating CourFitling and Environmental and Social Im-Mahan will report on the Crashed Bog
cil will join the gathering. Hosted by thepacts. project. Snyder is the director of Produ
Michigan Department of Natural Resources That afternoon, running 1-3 p.m., bottSafety Engineering for Mercury Marin
and state Boating Law Administrator Lt.the Law Enforcement and Education comand Mahan is associate managing engir
Lyle Belknap, the conference will be heldmittees gather, followed by a 3-5 p.mfor Underwriters Laboratories.
on Mackinac Island at the west end of Laklersonal Watercraft and Long Range Is- The remainder of the afternoon will k
Huron. sues committees sessions. consumed with breakout sessions and

NSBC certification course running 8 a.m.p.m. Tuesday begins with the annual BL
5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 8. Monday’s agenda finds the exhibitsbreakfast, and sessions open at9 a.m.

The actual conference schedule begirgpening at 7 a.m., and official “Welcomea presentation on Investigation and Rec
Saturday, Sept. 9, with registration in théo Michigan” ceremony starting at 8struction of Accidents by Howar
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Early arrivals can take advantage of an The President’'s Reception runs 6-8:3@.m. Executive Board and Chairs meetinfg.

A

vith
bNn-
)

Mission Point lobby. The NSBC course i®’clock. Appearing at the opening sessioscheinberg, Florida assistant state at

5 p.m., and there is a meeting of thésland State Park Chairman Denni$uard data analyst, and U.S. Coast G

9th District commander, U.S. Coast GuardRon Westin, chief of the Office of Boatin
their presentations, Safety.

noon to 3 p.m.
The NSBC Executive Board meets that Following

or-

repeated that day, again beginning at 8 a.mwill be Belknap, Michigan DNR Director ney. That is followed by two 10 a.m. pro-
Also that morning, the NASBLA Ex- K.L. Cool, Michigan Boating Industry grams, Exposure Data and Relative R|sk
ecutive Board holds a meeting, 8:30 a.mPresident Van W. Snider, Jr., Mackinaon Accidents by Bruce Schmidt, Cogst

rd

Education Standards Advisory Board fronCawthorne and Rear Admiral James HullDffice of Boating Safety Update, with Capt.
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North Dakota’s ‘Water Safety Days’ a big hit

by Thomas O'Hara ~dangerous situations and also how to safetgembership of the potential dangers of go-
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District  help a water victim without jeopardizinging out on the water without taking the proger
Special to Water Safety Journal  yourself as well.” precautions is very important.”

MINOT, N.D.—This past spring, those One way to demonstrate this was the Dozens of lifejackets, adult and ch|l-
attending a special event at Minot AFBgonstruction and demonstration of inexeren sized, donated locally, were given

The event was held in cooperation Base Commander, who attended wjith
with the U.S. Air Force, and the his daughter, Addy. “We get the littl
following day at the Four-Bears Ca- onesto startthinking safety, then they
sino, New Town, with the Threg become adults whothink safety. Any-
Affiliated Tribes. time we can make safety fun, ratter
Last fall, the Omaha District thanahassle, thenwe’re saving lives.”
Water Safety Committee ana- Recreational material and pafk

lyzed the accident record along information were also provided @t
the main stem projects and req the exhibit. Popular outdoorsman
ognized a disproportionate num Tony Dean held two seminars eafh
ber of incidents and fatalities day that helped draw in the outdopr
within the Native American recreation crowd.

community. Furthermore, in the “l think this is a remarkabl

Lake Sakakawea area, a high
number of incidents involving
military personnel using projec

idea,” said Dean. “North and South
Dakota may not be large in populp-
tion, but per capita, boat ownership

lakes was also noted. is very, very high. Boating is new,
In response, Omaha District and many who jumped into the

Commander Col. Mark E. Tillot- boating boom are probably ngt

son charged the district to reinvestj- properly prepared.”

gate its efforts in reaching the public The two-day event was so suc-

with its water safety message. Thisavid Vader, Native American Coordinator, explains to a young cessful that Corps personnel gre

event met that challenge head-onvisitor how to use the throw bottle. already planning for future events.
“The idea came about last Octo- Hall intends to repackage the

ber,” said Joe E. Hall, lake manager for thgency. A “Reach, Throw, Don't Go!” label exhibits into portable units that can be uged
Garrison Project. “l got with Tony Jacobsomvas added and several hundred of thesedividually as well as in a combined effart
(natural resource specialist) and Georgtevices were given away during the twosuch as the safety fair.
Wolf (operations manager) and together waay affair to help get this key water safety The Omaha District Water Safety Co
came up with Water Safety Days to addreggessage out. mittee has noted the positive results of the
all aspects of water safety.” The throw-bottle booth wasn’t the onlywater safety days.
More than adozen booths provided handsiteractive exhibit. Most booths utilized a  “Without question this has been vefy
on training on hypothermia, thin ice recognihands-on approach to get the members sficcessful,” said Wayne M. Freed, OUt-
tion, proper use/wear of personal flotatiothe public involved in the activities. Candydoor Recreation planner, Omaha District.
devices (PFDs), safe boating operationg/as given to the youngsters after undef\We reached well over 300 people in Minpt
drowning victim identification and more.standing each booth’s message. and several hundred more in New Towf.”
The main theme of the event was “Reach, In addition to the runway exhibits and a In addition to the Corps, Air Force and
Throw, Don’t Go!” - a motto to promote thewater safety coloring contest, a PFD “fashfhree Affiliated Tribes, several other aggn
safe way to assist a drowning victim. ion show” was conducted throughout theies also participated, including: North
“Time and again you read in the newsday to demonstrate the variety of deviceBakota Game & Fish, U.S. Fish and Wilf-
paper of a drowning tragedy that coul@vailable, including the proper wear andife Service, Department of Interior/Bu
have been avoided,” said Keith Gordonjse of such devices. reau of Indian Affairs, local dive teamp,
natural resource specialist for Garrison “Some of the newer flotation devices argocal law enforcement agencies, Trinity
Project, Omaha District. “One person aftevery comfortable and look like hunting jack-Hospital, U.S. Red Cross, Four Bears Ca-
another went out to help someone areis,”said Tex G. Hall, Chairman ofthe Thregino & Lodge plus others.
instead of one victim you end up with five Affiliated Tribes in North Dakota. “We've ~ O’Hara works in the Public Affairg
That's what we're trying to prevent. Wecome a long way. Using the life jacketsOffice, U.S. Army Corps of Enginee
want to show you how you can avoidnaking them available, and educating oubmaha District.

L
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Safety refresher held at Kansas Canoe Assoc. annual rendezvous

accident prevention, the Kansas Canoe Asf hypothermia. about low head dams and rivers that
sociation gathered for a safety refresher course Paddlers on flatwater were told to bénave fencing across them to keep li

READING, Kan. — With an eye on noeing and kayaking companions for signKansas. Paddlers were also cautionTed
a

y
e_

during the group’s annual rendezvous, helware of wind and waves. He advisedtock contained.
at Melvern Lake in east-central Kansas. flatwater boaters to know the access points O’Shea also taught the group ab

led the two-hour course, which kicked offeing sure to gain permission before usingrs, and Scenarios):

, you can sight your marker. (Examp
noeing, three years experience in kayakingf o o enthusiasts take course on would be: The strainer is on river left ne
. . ygnrd River.

and he spends summer rafting with Outwar the fallen tree).

Bound in Colorado. When queried on whiclhesearch river classes, and check the height « Scenarios: What can go wrong wh

American Canoe Association instructor ceand flow of water before going out on thd run this rapid? What is my plan “B7

tifications he maintains, O’Shea shruggetver. Access is a little different in KansasPlay “what if.”

and said “all of them.” as a landowner owns the surface of the O’Shea talked about state laws, th
Safety tips were directed to both thevater in a river, not just to the river bankgave members a list of his favorite equ

flatwater and whitewater paddler. One rulas in most states. Kansas has only thresentto have along (windproof, water prg

has 17 years experience in white water céd,‘i

the water temperature to the air tempera- Paddlers must be aware they need fast aid kit, extra paddles, sunscreen,
ture. If that number is less than 100, thergain permission from landowners on eactrags, helmet, and a knife). He ended
is the possibility of hypothermia. Heside of the river for the length of their tripclass by having students practice a car
stressed the importance of watching cée paddle on any of the other rivers irover-canoe rescue on the water.

Idaho’s Ann Van Buren Joins NWSC board ‘at large’

BOISE, Idaho —Ann Van Buren, publicforest fire crew, and was once a member ships. Van Buren has worked to devel
affairs specialist for the Idaho Departmenthe All-Woman Chainsaw Timber Thin-visitor centers and interpretive projec
of Parks & Recreation, has been named tang Crew. Prior to moving to Idaho, sheplus education events for youngsters.
an “at large” spot on the National Watehad lived in Utah for about eight years, Shewasa canoe instructorinlowa,wh
Safety Congress Board of Directors. working in radio broadcasting in the Salshe participated as a leader in youth ca

A native of Waterloo, lowa, she hasLake City area. trips along the upper lowa River. She is g
lived in Idaho for about 15 years, previ- Van Buren has been with the Parkaself-described “avid outdoors-person”w
ously working as a public information of-agency for the past/éyears, and has beenhikes, canoes, and backpacks.
ficer for the Bureau of Land Managemeninvolved in boating and water safety issues She holds a Bachelor of Science deg
and public affairs specialist and fire inci-during that period. in psychology.
dentinformation officer forthe U.S. Forest  She toldWater Safety Journdhat she  Van Buren and her husband live in t

As a teenager, she worked on a USF&kills in developing interagency partneris for two years.

i 2 other efforts to educate the public are worthy When | accepted the position of Pre
Pr.eSIdent S COIumn and should be continued. Hpowever, IwouI«)i(ent of the Congress, | toM/SJEditor
continued from page 2
extraneous factors brought up in support dife jackets are the law than to continue teolumn to provoke discussion among @
opposition to this idea. We did it with seagive multiple programs to the public, extolinembers and others that rééldter Safety
belts, and the lives saved are real and measlimg the virtues of life jackets and attemptinglournal If you have a differing viewpoint
able. If we know the problem, and we knowio persuade boaters, swimmers and othplease submit it to thé/ater Safety Jour

Offering boating courses to the publicand work side by side, but education alone fwint the best one in the next issue of
educational efforts aimed at boaters, and oapt enough. Journal.

O’Shea taught about hypothermia is to adehvigable rivers. clothing, PFD, drinking water, throwabl¢

aworkable solution to the problem, don’t weaquatic users to use them. Enforcement anel at: dworkman@outdoor empire.com|.
have the responsibility to implement it?  education should complement each othavill ask Dave to review any responses 51nd

ut

KCA Safety Chairman Mick O’Sheaof the area that are considered public SWORMS (Water, Obstacles, Route, Maik-

the weekend event. a private access point. » Water: Where is the water going?
Most of the weekend was spent provid- Moving water paddlers were told toLook for the “V.”
ing members a chance to try each others’ « Obstacles: Is it okay for me to follow thjis
canoes, kayaks, and whitewater pontoohs line or are there holes, strainers, rocks, etc.
on the lake, an impoundment along the * Route: What are the possible routes. Can
Marias des Cygnes River northeast of | follow the current or are their obstacles?
Emporia. Paddling trips, a Dutch ove » Markers: Figure out where you will
cooking contest, herb walks, and sing- be in the rapid before going through, thien
alongs were also part of the program. look for an on shore marker. If you have|to
O'Sheais a native of Manhattan, Kan. He maneuver a different path than planned
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Service in the Boise National Forest.  brings to the board her experience anBoise area. Her term on the NWSC board
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rather spend my time telling the public whybave Workman that | intended to use tlis
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Wappapello’s ‘Ranger Willie B. Safe’
stays in limelight to push safety

POPLAR BLUFF, Mo. — Introduced safety message, and that's important.
in the spring issue dlVater Safety Jour-  “Corps of Engineers projects do ot
nal, Ranger Willie B. Safe continues inhave lifeguards at any of the z
the forefront of the water safety effort abeaches,” Jefferson noted. “W
Lake Wappapello, and the entire surroundwant to get the message to pare
ing region. or guardians to be sure someonelj

According to Andrew Jefferson, infor-there watching at all times.”
mation officer with the Corps of Engi- As part of the project’s outreacﬁ‘
neers, the Willie B. Safe persona waprogram, several off-site activities are
prominent during the lake’s Fourth of Julyscheduled during the year. Jefferson has:- Day program
Wet & Wild Waterfest. And he’ll continue personally taken programs to local com-b'“* : = will be held at
to stay busy through the summer, right umunities, and he hosted 150 youngsters at " Wappapello Sept
to Labor Day. a recent appearance at Poplar Bluff. ] 21, and water safety wil

Jefferson said area youngsters warm up “We've been averaging on our off-sitebe part of that program.
to the Willie B. Safe persona. He’s not @rograms around 80 to 100 kids per pro- And, during the holidays, “We have

National
Public Lands

mascot, but somewhat of an icon, andram,” he said. Christmas Festival of Lights tour, co-

Wappapello rangers are his “helpers.” Evi- While most programs come to an endponsored by the Wappapello Lion
dently, youngsters listen to their wateafter Labor Day, Jefferson noted that £lub,” he said.

Paul Crawford new Region 8 vice pres., practices ‘no nonsense’ enforcement

BOULDER CITY, Nev. —Joining the cidents’ and a lot more ‘incidents’,”an education effort, and an approach t
National Water Safety Congress as Recrawford observed. there are “no valid excuses” for bein
gion 8 vice president, Paul Crawford with  Boating, he explained, is a “risk” activ-foolish on the water.
the National Park Service is currently asity, same as water skiing. Prominent on their radar screen are p
signed to Lake Mead. “We need to get people to understand thabnal watercraft. Crawford said PWC o

He replaces Fred Messmann in that posiwhen they go out on the water, they are takirggators constitute one of the major problg
tion. Messmann stays aboard the NWSC asrisk,” he said. “There are consequencegoups on Mead.
an at-large member of the board. He is alsassociated with every risk people take.” “They are a source of big frustrations
the boating law administrator for Nevada. = Crawford said it is “okay to take risks ifhe said, “. . . a multitude of violations goin

A 19-year veteran of the Park Seryou have the proper equipment to do tn all the time.”
vice, Crawford has been at Lake Meaavith,” but when people simply go out on But foolish behavior is not limited tg
for the past seven years. He supervisestle water, without preparation or propePWC operators.
combined public safety operation thaequipment, they are creating potential prob- Noted Crawford: “We have a great nun
involves law enforcement, fire suppresiems for themselves. ber of boaters who proclaim a great level
sion, emergency medical aid and search- Inresponse to carelessness, about thrigaorance when they get stopped. The

and-rescue. years ago Lake Mead rangers createdpaople just don't have any common senp

“Ithink whatwe needto dois get peoplddrowning Awareness Response TeaWe're getting the point across. There g
understanding that there are a lot less ‘abART). This combined enforcement withno more excuses.”

Higher fuel costs are having an impact on operations in Tennessee

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Higher gas mer for various sections of the Tennessédgnot going to cut into our ability to respond
prices are having an impact on boatindriver. This year, we will do only oneemergency calls, but it is possible.”

safety operations on the Tennessee Rivexercise ... on Kentucky Lake.” He could not say whether rising g
Waterway, according to Ron Riberich That exercise already took place irprices have cut into recreational bo
with the Tennessee Valley Authority. mid-June. ing traffic.

“The U.S. Coast Guard issued an order Soaring fuel prices have prompted a Riberich said the TVA, Coast Gua
this spring to curtail operations by roughlyCongressional investigation of possibléAuxiliary and U.S. Power Squadrons g
25 percent in their inland waterway op-price gouging by the oil industry, butcasionally conduct cooperative boati
erations because of the increasing fudhat’s not going to bring quick relief forand water safety efforts to advise t
cost effects on the budget,” said Riberichagencies that budgeted nearly two yeapublic about safe boating courses that
executive vice president of the Nationahgo, and never anticipated the price hikavailable.
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Water Safety Congress. “This has afGasoline prices have jumped in some “We also have a law enforcement pres-

fected our boating safety operations sigplaces nearly 100 percent over where thesnce,” he said of the TVA, “but it is low

nificantly this season. We had threewere a year ago. keyed. We try mainly to stress th
boating safety exercises planned this sum- “Atthe moment,” he assured, “the fuel coseducational aspect of the exercise.”
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Football coach billboards score opportunity for similar efforts

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — When a trio of Stearns provided uniquely-finished life  Foshee said 25 billboards are up in Lhe
revered college football coaches from unijackets for each of the three coaches tGorbin, Ky. area, another 20 in Decatlr,
versities in three neighboring states lined ugear during photo sessions that were usédla., 30 in the Nashville area, and ten egch
in support of water safety, that may haveo illustrate a series of billboards placed ifin Knoxville and Chattanooga. Anothér

been simply a first quarter

five are postedin Tennessee’s T|

play.

At least, that’s the indica-
tion of Steve Foshee, Corp
of Engineers safety officer
with the Nashville District.
He coordinated the projec
which brought together
Coaches Mike Dubose from
the University of Alabama,
Hal Mumme from the Uni-
versity of Kentucky and Phil
Fulmer from the University

)

Cities area, he added.
In addition to the billboards

our team, wear a life jacket,
Foshee said signs are also show
up on metro buses in the Nashvi
area.

“If anyone would like to copy thig

Foshee said. “We've had a lot
calls.”

which carry the message “Be qgn

idea, | can help them get on ling,

Fi-

ng
le

He may be reached at (615) 736-

of Tennessee at Knoxville. 7161.

This project was first re- Meanwhile, Foshee and the
ported in the Winter issue ofThese water safety billboards are going up across Alabama, Kentucky, COE have been working with thie
Water Safety JournaFoshee and Tennessee with a message from the Universities’ head football Tennessee Wildlife Resourceés

said Fulmer is so enthusiasti€oaches to “Be on our team, wear a jacket!” Agency and Triton Boats to pra
about water safety that he's promised teeveral locations in the three states. Eactuce a series of public service announge-
support similar efforts in different regionscoach received a one-of-a-kind life jackements airing on one of the state’s malor
of the country that might involve otherbearing the colors of his respective teantelevision stations. Some radio spots have
college coaches. his name and the team’s mascot/logo. also been recorded.

Kids in Little Rock hosted by Corps of
Engineers in business, career course Visits

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A program Link program brings youngsters in theprogram,” Smith explained. “They go to
aimed at introducing middle school-agel2-13 year age group to see what thdifferent businesses and learn about them
youngsters to business and the job enviro©orps operation is all about. It is a partand how school relates. We have a group of
ment has allowed the Corps of Engineers twership effort between the Little Rockfive kids working with the Corps, and we
also educate them about water safety. Chamber of Commerce and City of Littlewent out to one of the locks and showed

According to Little Rock District in- Rock, with support from several busi-them about locks, and high flows.”
formation officer P.J. Spaul and outdoonesses. Park Ranger Danny McKinney gaye
recreation officer Chris Smith, the Vital “These kids have applied to be in thehem a water safety program and tour|of
the lock and dam at Toad Suck Ferry onthe
Arkansas River, she added.

This is a new segment of the Vital Link
program, Smith noted.

“We can actually get these kids to ¢lo
water safety work in the park,” she sald.
“There is a big push in Arkansas on getting
kids ready for careers, with an emphasigon
finishing school.”

Added Spaul: “It is sometimes difficult
to relate getting up and going to school,to
being a grown-up, and having ajob, money,
care and independence. Sometimes if is
hard to understand how getting a gopd
education leads you to this.”

Participants in the program do not corhe
wearing jeans and T-shirts, either. Smjth
said they “dress for business,” as though
they were dressing to go to work.

Clever sign greets visitors at Toad Suck Ferry in Arkansas.
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Emmett Forte retires from Corps of Engineers,
vows to stay active with Nat’| Water Safety Congress

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — After 43-plus retirement or not. Been too busy.” stayed in the Nashville District, a period
years on the federal payroll, including Forte retired in early June, but only fronover 41 years.

of

nearly 22 months with the Air Force durthe Corps of Engineers. Heis activelywork- “l asked one of the retirees what he dpes
ing the Korean War, Emmett Forte retiredng on the 2001 NWSC 50th anniversargince he retired,” Forte quipped. “He said
from his post as safety engineer and safetpnference, which will be part of the Inter-Anything | damn please, and | enjoy every

manager for the Corps of Engineers Nasmational Boating and Water Safety Summitminute of it'. My reply was, ‘There won’

ville District. During his career with the COE, Fortebe much change for me, then’.”
One of the longest-serving members of

the NWSC Board of Directors, having been

first appointed in 1973, Forte will remain
active with the organization as a member ¢ SUBSCRIBE NOW
large. He is at home in Nashville, where hg

noted, “I am not sure if | am enjoying| \\Nater Safety Journal

National Water Safety Congress, C/O Ron Riberich, 73 White Bridge Road, Suite 103, Nashville, TN
37205. Please enter my subscriptiolMater Safety Journallwill receive 4 issues a year for $4.00.
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tions have resulted in significant a¢-
tion at the state level. For example, lby | City

early this year, every state except New
Mexico had strengthened their bogat- | State/Zip

ing and alcohol laws, Gossard not
These laws include a minimum blo
alcohol concentration definition o
“boating while intoxicated.”
Forty-one states have adopted i
plied consent provisions applicable to
boaters.
By June of this year, 25 states had
adopted requirements that children un-
der age 12 wear a personal flotation
device, and 11 other states were apply-National Water Safety Congress
ing that rule to children even younger. 73 White Bridge Road, Suite 103,
Kentucky and West Virginia joined Nashville, TN 37205
that list this year.
Gossard also said 11 states have
mandatory education requirements,
and one state has implemented a bpat
operator licensing system. Kansas and
New Hampshire enacted education
laws this year.
Four years ago, NTSB conducted a
study on personal watercraft, resulting
in a recommendation that informatio
on PWC safety be included in all state
boating education materials. Another
recommendation was to require PWC
riders to wear life jackets. Since re-
leasing that report, 34 states and t
District of Columbia have complete
action on the Board’s recommenda-
tions.
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